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BAEO Calls On U.S. Department of Justice to Drop Lawsuit 
Impacting Low-Income and Working Class Families in Louisiana 

 
New Orleans, LA – The Black Alliance for Educational Options (BAEO) remains baffled that the United 
States Department of Justice has petitioned the federal courts in Louisiana to force decisions about if and when 
our most vulnerable children could receive scholarships to attend higher performing schools out of the hands of 
parents and into the hands of federal courts in up to 34 districts in Louisiana that are still under desegregation 
orders. For the past five years, the state of Louisiana has been implementing a program called the Louisiana 
Scholarship Program that provides low-income parents with a scholarship or voucher that they can use to move 
their children from low-performing public schools to higher performing public schools or private schools. The 
lawsuit was filed on Friday as an attempt to block students from receiving scholarships from this program, 
saying the scholarships work against desegregation decrees that are still in place in some Louisiana school 
districts.  

“We are fully aware of Louisiana’s ugly and racist history of working to both undermine and circumvent early 
desegregation efforts.  There is no question that in the late 1960s and early 1970s, the state routinely found 
ways to help ensure that white children would not have to attend racially integrated schools -- including 
funneling public funds to new, all-white private schools,” said Kenneth Campbell, President, BAEO. “These 
acts and many like them were both shameful and appalling and set the stage for important interventions by the 
United States Government.  Nevertheless, it would be a mistake to equate the current scholarship program that 
provides the only avenue for low-income children to escape failing schools to past efforts that supported and 
encouraged “white flight” 40 years ago.” 
 
The Louisiana Scholarship program is a program that is strictly voluntary – no one is forced to participate. For 
the 2012-13 school year, the parents of almost 5,000 children took advantage of the scholarship program, and 
almost 8,000 scholarships have been awarded this year.  According to the Louisiana Department of Education, 
approximately 86% of scholarship students last year came from D or F rated schools, and 91% of scholarship 
students were children of color.  
 
BAEO proudly supports the Louisiana Scholarship Program, and will continue to fight for children and to stand 
with parents who simply want to get their children into the best possible schools.  The lives of children should 
not have to be entrusted to judges and courts whose only mandate is to view them as numbers of one race or 
another that can be manipulated on a school-by-school basis in a misguided attempt to appear as though 
progress is being made with racial harmony in Louisiana schools.   
 
 



“In an ideal world, we could have a system of education that offers both high-quality and racial and economic 
diversity. However, the reality is that in Louisiana and throughout America, far too many children are forced 
into failing schools that give them virtually no chance of receiving the type of education they need to allow 
them to achieve success as adults,” said Campbell. “In 2013, our most urgent priority must be ensuring that all 
children have access to a high-quality education – irrespective of school type.  Neither the Department of 
Justice nor the courts should assign children to certain failure in the name of racial integration.” 
 
“Any attempts to block or impede parents who want to participate in the scholarship program should be 
rejected, and the U.S. Department of Justice should drop this disgraceful proceeding,” concluded Campbell. 
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